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Edward S. Morse, Japan Day by Day, 1917

On the 3d of November, Count Enouye, Minister of For-
eign Affairs, gave a great party in honor of the Emperor’s
birthday. To this party were invited all the foreign diplo-
mats and all the teachers with the rank of professor, besides
a great many other high officers. A thousand invitations
were issued. Count Enouye’s house is very large and spa-
cious, built entirely in foreign style. The grounds were bril-
liantly lighted with gas jets and lanterns. Such a variety of
costumes as were seen! The Japanese ladies were beautifully
dressed, and the various nationalities — French, Russian,
Swiss, German, Italian, English, and American attachés of
the embassies and the legations — were in their respective
uniforms, many with brilliant decorations. Seven Chinese and
eight Koreans were in their national costumes.

To me the most interesting features were the two Japanese
brass bands, the Army and the Navy, side by side, and play-
ing alternately. They were very full bands with Japanese
leaders and with all the modern instruments, playing, with
great precision, music from classical composers. I was amazed
at the crispness and accuracy with which they played and at
the progress they had made in four years; for I had heard the
Army band play four years ago and remembered distinctly
how crude the performance was, and that I came to the con-
clusion then that however perfectly the Japanese could acquire
foreign methods, in our music they would certainly fail to
grasp its meaning and its proper rendering. I argued this way
because the two musics were so entirely unlike. Now I must
alter that conclusion and admit that, so far as our music is
concerned, practice only was required. It would have been
impossible for any one but an expert to have told whether
Japanese were playing or good foreign musicians. It was also
curious to see the number of Japanese ladiesand gentlemen
who were joining in the dancing, and who were dancing very
well too. On both floors of the house a delicious lunch was
served, with wine, champagne, and beer in abundance. On the
grounds outside brilliant fireworks were being discharged, and
the whole affair was a great treat.
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Edward Sylvester Morse (1838-1925) war ein
US-amerikanischer Zoologe. 1877 kam er zum
ersten Mal nach Japan um Armfiiler (ein
muschelidhnlicher Tierstamm) zu sammeln. Er
hatte nur einen kurzen Aufenthalt geplant,
aber seine Vortrige an der Universitit Tokyo
wurden so emphatisch aufgenommen, dass man
ihn als Professor berief. Er lehrte in Japan erst-
mals die Sammlung und Taxonomie der Lebe-
wesen und ist auflerdem fiir die Entdeckung
der Muschelhaufen von Omori bekannt, die er
gleich nach seiner Ankunft in Japan bei der
Fahrt von Yokohama nach Tokyo aus dem
Zugfenster erspiht hatte. Er war auch derjeni-
ge, der den Philosophen und Asthetiker Ernest
Fenellosa und den Physiker Thomas Menden-
hall an die Universitit Tokyo vermittelte.

Morse weilte insgesamt dreimal, 1877-78, 78-80

und 82-83 in Japan, und seine Reisen fiihrten
ihn bis nach Hokkaido und Kyishua. Japan Day
by Day wurde von ihm 1913 aufgrund seiner
Tagebuchnotizen verfasst und 1917 publiziert.
Das Originalwerk erschien in zwei Banden und
enthialt nicht weniger als 777 Abbildungen.
Morses objektive und detaillierte Beobach-
tungsgabe macht das Werk zu einer fiir das
Alltagsleben und die Kultur der Zehnerjahre
der Meijizeit wertvollen Quelle.

Hier wiedergegeben ist sein Bericht iiber die
Feierlichkeiten zum Geburtstag des Tennd im
Jahr 1882 (2. Band, S. 343—4). Veranstaltungs—
ort war die Inoue-Villa, die am Platz des heuti-
gen Kokusai Bunka Kaikan stand. Inoue Kaoru
war derjenige, der die sogenannte ,,Rokumei-
kan-Diplomatie* vorantrieb, und die Aufzeich-
nungen von Morse lassen auch die Atmosphire



der allabendlichen Bille in dem im folgenden
Jahre vollendeten Rokumeikan vor unseren
Augen lebendig werden.

Eckert war dreieinhalb Jahre vor dem hier
dargestellten Ereignis als Lehrer der Marine-
kapelle engagiert worden, und anscheinend

konnte man nun die Friichte seiner Arbeit
deutlich horen. Ubrigens hatte Morse die Mari-
nekapelle 1877, noch vor Eckerts Amtsantritt,
gehort und Kritisiert, sie klinge “like the play-
ing of simple music by an ordinary country
band” in Amerika (1. Band, S. 295).



