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Tus Bluff gardena presented gnite a fairy-
like scene last evening (22ud nli.) at nine
o'clock : the rowa of lantorue tastefully hnng
and festooned, with tha rising moou shining
over all, mede one think of the worda of the
“ immortal bard.”

Hara will we ait and let the sound of muaic,
Creep in our ears.

The concort advertised by the imperinl Ja-
panese naval band aud U.8. flugahip Richmond's
beud, began ponctnslly at nine hy tbe latter
performing Auber's Crown Diamouds overtura.
Tha programme waus divided iuto three paria;
first, each baud pluyed a selection and after-
wards combined for a graud anecmhle and finale,
Wa have a0 often had an opporinunity of hear.
ing both these fine bands that it wonld be
** puintiog the lily " to apeak much of the per.
formances on thia occasiou. The auperior in-
telligenee put into their work by the RichAmond
men on the one sido was conuterbalauced by
the military precision Sf we may nse such a
term in speaking of purely naval banda) shown
by 1he Japanese, especially when led h
ona of their own number. Uudonhtedly tha
great effect of the whola evoning waa ihe
combination of the two bands in the third
part of the antertainment. Haro we bad an
arrangemeut of Koulsky's noisy pinnoforta
pieca—le Revail du Lion—under tha direction
of Mr. Eckert. This to our mind wae takeu
much too slow; aa all our readers who
recantly beard Mr. Hirlemann perform this
piece on the origiusl inatrument will readily
admit. Next came a Strauss Galop aplendidly
played ooder tho direction of Mr. Meyrelles ;
lm{ the ** Naucy Lee” march, played aon amore
tiader the fina leadership of tha Jnpanese
bandeman before meutioned, bronght the
wholo affair to & worthy climax. Tha old
Prussian pational bymu brought s delightful
ovening to a plesssut close.

We were glad to sec auch a large attendaace,
ond rejoice to learn that there is a cbance of
an afternoon band-comcert at an early dats,
prior to the Richmond's cruise sonthward next
month.

MUSICAL CRITICISM.

To the editor of the Japan Gasette.

Sin:—I notice in last night’s Herald a
somewhat ambignous snd tortnons epistle from
** A German resident of Yokohama ” who com-
plains of aomething ;—I fear he knows not
what, Thia genileman scoms wonderfnlly
nggrieved because I did net enter into
the respective mevits of Messrs. Eckert and
Fonton ; hot, with all submission, I wonld
suggest that, at least on tho present orcasion,
such was no part of my duty. The critic who
visits an art-gallery has simply te pronounce
on the merits of the picturea before him, with-
out reference to the early training of the
artists who painted them ; and I couceive that
my duty was to pronounce on the gnality of the
tone-pictores displayed on Wednesday evening
without heing called npon to investigate the paat
education of the performers. I do not doubt
the sdmirable training qualitios of Mr. Eckert.
I cara net whether a mnsician be German,
American, Japouese or cosmopolitan. [ merely
gave an account of what I saw and heard at
the concert; and the fnct remains, that
wherever the * military precision ® eamo from
eriginolly, it was not cxhibited in those picces
which Mr. Eckert conducted, while it become
very apparent as scon as the Jspanese conduc-
tor took the biton in hend. I carafully
refrained from saying so much on Thaoreduy,
simply beesuse I was anxious net te wound
the tender susceptibilities of soma of eur Gar-
man friends ; and the public may rest sssnred
that any artist or performer, whatever his
nationality, will not fail 1o obtain a fnll meed of
praisa (if ho be worthy of i1) at the hands of

Your

Musrcar Crrrie.
Yokebama, 25th Beptomber, 1880.



